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9. The availability (or not) of ACE carry forward will influence what fishers do for 
the remainder of the fishing year. If they are not able to carry forward unfished 
ACE, some fishers may choose to catch and sell rock lobster in lower value 
markets before 31 March 2020, whereas if they can carry forward ACE they 
may choose to defer fishing until the next fishing year. 

 
10. Talking points are also attached to support your wider conversation about 

Coronavirus impacts at Cabinet on 10 February.    
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Recommendations 
 
1. Fisheries New Zealand recommends that you: 
 

a) Note that on 4 February 2020 we provided you with options to address 
the rock lobster industry’s request for Government support, in relation to 
impacts of the Coronavirus on rock lobster exports to China [B20-0067 
refers];  

  Noted 
  
b) Note that you agreed for officials to progress the option to carry forward 

uncaught rock lobster Annual Catch Entitlement (ACE) into the next 
fishing year (beginning 1 April 2020); 
 

 Noted 
  
c) Note that the New Zealand Rock Lobster Industry Council seeks for 

Government to carry forward all uncaught rock lobster ACE;  
 Noted 
  
d) Agree that officials prepare you a draft consultation document on 

options for carrying forward uncaught rock lobster ACE (Option (a) no 
change; (b) enabling up to 10% carry forward; or (c) enabling greater 
than 10% carry forward), as soon as possible; 

 Agreed / Not Agreed 
  
e) Note officials’ preference for option (b), enabling up to 10% carry 

forward. 
 

Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma Taylor Hon Stuart Nash 
Director Agriculture Marine and Plant Policy Minister of Fisheries 
Policy and Trade  
 /         / 20   
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Preferred option – carrying forward up to 10% 
 
15. We recommend enabling up to 10% of rock lobster ACE to be carried forward, 

by removing rock lobster from schedule 5A, for the following reasons: 
a. It would provide rock lobster fishers with the same catch management 

flexibility provided to some other fisheries, and in combination with wider 
commitments to enable industry to return held crayfish, would provide 
financial relief for the industry until the market improves; 

b. There are not significant additional sustainability concerns associated with 
carrying forward up to 10% of ACE, as we consider that this volume could 
be sustainably absorbed within the following year for most rock lobster 
stocks. In particular: 
i. Most rock lobster stocks are in good health, with southern stocks in 

particular becoming increasingly abundant;  
ii. Stocks that have been subject to TACC reductions from the previous 

year are not permissible for carry forward, under Section 67A(3)(b) of 
the Act. Fisheries New Zealand has recently consulted on TACC 
reductions for CRA 1 (Northern North Island, 9 tonnes estimated 
uncaught) and CRA 3 (East Coast North Island, 65 tonnes estimated 
uncaught);  
If decreased as per the consultation, these stocks would not be 
eligible for carry forward. RLIC has proposed shelving as an 
alternative to avoid this issue (voluntarily catching less during the 
2020 fishing year), but this would need to be considered as part of 
broader fisheries management considerations; and 

 
iii. All rock lobster stocks would continue to be closely monitored. 

c. Increasing carry forward beyond 10% increases sustainability 
risks by focussing fishing intensity within a single year;  

d. An Order in Council timeframe is more achievable than a 
legislative amendment to enable greater than 10% carry 
forward, in terms of providing fishers with certainty to make 
catch decisions on uncaught ACE this fishing year; and 

e. The current severe market circumstances were unforeseen at 
the time that rock lobster were included in Schedule 5A, and 
enabling carry forward provisions for rock lobster will be 
beneficial in addressing any future market fluctuations. 
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Appendix Two 

 
 
 
 

s 9(2)(ba)(i)
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