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“People are passionate about our fish
eries, so naturally there will pe range
of views from across all interes |
We encourage anyone with an interest
InsuhlﬂironIincbvfureIhuum.' Itation
closeson Monday 22 March, ysEmma
Taylor, Director Fisheries Management.

“We respect and value the feedback
ofanyone that takes the time to provide
us with their insights through the con-
sultation process. As such, we consider
allsubmissions to be the genuinely held
belief of the person providing it.”

Ms Taylor says MPI staff will work
throughall of the submissions once the
consultation closes and analyse them
against the criteria in the Fisheries Act,
Acopyofthe submissions, with personal
information redacted, also will be pro-
vided to the requestor, Ngati Paoa, to
seek their comment.

“We willalso seek input from tangata
whenuawhohavenon-commercialinter-
estinthe species or the effects of fishing
inrheareacon:ernud,having particular
regard to kaitiakitanga.”

Followingthis, Fisheries New Zealand
will provide advice to David Parker the
MinisterforOceansand Fisheriesbefore
he makes a decision. If the minister
imposes a temporary closure under the
Fisheries Act, officers will be able to en-
force the proposed no-take restrict ions.

Although support for the rihui is
widespread, with organisations such
as Forest and Bird Hauraki Gulf Islands
submittingin favourofa temporary clo-
sure, one petition created onchange.org
by a man who does not want to use his
real name has already been sent to MPI
dc-monslr;llmg some opposition.

The petition's originator “John Doug-
las” contacted Gulf News to say the
petition was initially created to block
an attempt by the Waiheke Collective
MarineProjecttoimplement AhuMoana,
but he had since updated it, advised sig-
natories of the rahui and invited people
to take their signature off if they now
disagreed with it. :

“I'believe this information will show
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If David Parker, Minister for Oceans and Fisheries, imposes arterr‘vvporarg [ID;L:':AtakE
under the Fisheries Act, officers will be able to c»’nfor(‘e (Jlm rahui's pro;llosgl g
restrictions for scallops, mussels, crayfish and pauva within one nautical mile o

island.

you that claims that there is unanimous
community support for the rahui are
wrong,” he says.

“My opinion is that most signatories
are supportive of greater marine protec-
tion, such as no-take reserves. But they
are concerned that the rahui action is
long term, will cover the entire coast of
Waiheke and subverts the democratic
process.”

Mr Douglas says he beljeves the
process of implementing the rahuj was
too fast and undemocratic, and marine
reserveswerethe best option formarine
jprotection.

ee anything wrong with the

Environmentally I think jp's a

good thing and I think most fishers see

itas good. My issue is the way in which
it was brought about,”

EmmaTaylor, l)imclor]ﬁsheliesMan-
agementsays whcunpel:‘nunismccived
with multiple names, each name is con-
sidered as a submission,

“The important thing to note is that
public consultations of this sort should
not be seen as a ‘vote’, Instead, we
are seeking to understand the range
of viewpoints and experiences of the
people affected by the Proposals,” says
Ms Taylor,

"Tlu‘sinforrnaticniscunsideredalung‘
side the science, and any other relevant

Making a submission
The closing date for submissions is
5pm on 22 March 2021.

Email your submission via FM-
Submissinns@mpi.guvt.nz or post
Yyour submission to:

Spatial Planning and Allocations
Fisheries Management

Fisheries New Zealand

PO Box 2526 Wellington 6140,

facts to develop advice for the minister
who will make the fina] decision.”
Wu:hukclocalbonrd ChairpersonCath
Handley says the rahuiis a Statement to
David Parker, the Minister for Oceans
and Fisherjes, I
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