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[n respect to the proposals put forward in Paper

orting O lained in further detail below:
ecencu ural impact on non-commercial Paua fishers
k&of food to many families in the Otago/Southland, many who reside in the
%@ sstricted areas. The introduction of commercial fishing into those areas will have a negative
impact on these individuals ability to collect Paua, and consequently will have a significant
impact on whanau whose staple diet consists of self-collected Paua.
¢ Tangata Tiaki inform that most permits they issue are in these restricted areas.
»  We strongly disagree with the contention that increasing the area open to commercial
fishing will have a net positive effect for recreational fishers in commercially fished areas.
The area that will be opened to commercial fishing will not have the effect of providing

sufficient Paua in other areas for recreational fishers. On the contrary, those areas closed to

commercial fishing will see a decrease in availability and size of Pdua, while seeing little



©

impravement in other areas, Already within commercially fished areas our community
cannot gather Paua of legal size.
We do not believe that the opening of these restricted areas to commercial fishing is

consistent with the draft National Fisheries Plan for Inshore Shellfish. It is noted that the

original purpose of these restricted areas is no longer relevant, However the restricted areas

immediate economic and commercial interests '
the resource, contrary to the draft N@

Past assessments of the sy ity @Paua
highlighted serioy -l?-
conclusiye. {
N

for paua (Haliotis iris) stocks PAL 5A

7/8) While these doubts remain as ta the current

-sustainable, Any amendment to restrictions on commercial fishing in

@ ainabifityrof aya in the 5D area, local opinion is that the introduction of commercial
e un

N

@ 2a should be done on the basis of an accurate understanding of the Pdua population.

) Detrimental Effects of Commercial Fishing

Some in the Otago/Southland community have personally witnessed unsound commercial
practice, including the cutting of kelp protecting Paua, thereby reducing viability for those
Pdua not farmed. If such practices are introduced into the restricted areas the Paua that are
not removed by commercial fishers will not survive, further depleting the population of P3ua

open to recreational fishers.



Itis generally beliaved that Paua in the areas proposed to be opened have already suffered a
decrease in PAua population and size. This demonstrates the inappropriateness of
commercial fishing in the area.

Individuals from the Otago/Southland and those relocated from the North, have had the

opportunity to fish for Paua in other areas of New Zealand and both have noted the

ny older members of the Otago/Southland have highlighted the absence of deep freezing

when they farmed P3ua. This meant that Paua were consumed immediately and the
population was sustainable. While the benefits of the export of Paua is noted, doubt
remains as to whether an accurate understanding has been developed as to the
sustainability of the Paua population, in particular, concern is expressed within the
community over the extent of commercial fishing which takes all legal Paua, leaving only
illegal Paua for our cammunity.

The exclusion of large scale fishing in these restricted areas has allowed the Paua population
to develop without large scale interference and therefore the population represents an

unigue opportunity for scientific study.



{C) Redundancy of Opening these Areas

» The area open to commerdial fishing in the Otago/Southland area comprises over 500km.
The area proposed to be added to this is 25km. The P3ua 5D quota is 89 tonnes. The Paua
industry are suggesting that from 10-30 tonnes could be gathered from the restricted area,

thereby helping to relieve tension from the other 500km of open area.(Proposal f o

recreational fishers who do.

o The Otago/Southiand%@
Paua for future g% ; he@ ‘epresent a guarantee of this and future






