PAUA INDUSTRY COUNCIL Ltd

Seafood Industry House
74 Cambridge Terrace
Private Bag 24-901
Wellington 6142

5.

{MPl) Discussion Paper “Review of commercial acces
behalf of quota owners, ACE holders and prece

submission has heen developed thro
Industry Association Inc. (PauaMac 5).

T Ci
@ac 5 is motivated is to increase the size of the biomass in the QMA from which they can

arvest their TACC. They have not requested a review of the TACC to reflect the Increased
available biomass, rather they are seeking to increase the overall size of the resource, for the
benefit of all users in the fishery.

We understand from our discussions with PauaMac5 that they intend to contrel commercial
harvest in these areas, through appropriate harvest rules, to ensure that the resource is well
maintained, They plan to collect informaticn on fine-scale catch and effort in these areas in
order to monitar stock response to commercial fishing and to ensure that serial depletion does
not occur.

We have been frustrated by the response through the media to this request for increased
access. It has been made by a stakeholder that has invested significantly in management
measures to rebuild the fishery and shown a thoughtful responsive approach to implementing
measures to ensure the sustainability of the resource {e.g. increased minimum harvest size,
investment in technology to collect information at a fine scale, reseeding etc.). The PAUSD
resource has been rebuilding well in recent years as will be shown in the results of the stock



assessment about to be published. There is no basis to allege that PauaMac5 is irresponsible,
motivated solely by greed or untrustworthy. Their actions to date speak louder than words.

7. In conclusion we endorse and support the submission by PauaMac5 and support Option 2 to
amend the regulations to enable commercial paua harvest in the nominated areas.
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Yours sincerely
Paua Industry Council
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